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In eoniunction with the shaded lamp, is sometimes employed.
This~ combination is a usual one in middle-class houses. In
verv much larger rooms more elaborate fittings, such as chande-
liers carrying Vismatic glass globes or crystals, are sometimes
S The light of a dining-room is naturally affected by the use
to which *the room is put. Many people use these rooms for
purposes during the evening, and there may be desks in
corners of the room which require local illumination. In the
case of electric light plugs and portable lamps should therefore
lie provided. It is not unusual to provide bracket lights on
either side of the fireplace. Sometimes these take the form of
imitation candles, screened with silk on the side remote from the
wall. But the method is a decidedly inefficient one, especially
the wall-paper is dark in tint,
Jlore or less bulky arm-chairs are sometimes placed near the
fire, and bracket lights may then be desired. In a narrow room
the result of introducing such furniture may be that the table
will not 1)0 central. In this event a fitting suspended from
the centre of the ceiling may fall over the side of the table
instead of over the centre, making the distribution of illumina-
tion uneven and bringing the lamps within the range of vision
of the people nearest them. If this displacement of the table
cannot be avoided, it is perhaps better to abandon the idea of
using a suspended shade and, if the ceiling is light in tint,
substitute a semi-indirect fitting at a higher level
In the drawing-room taste plays perhaps a greater role than
in any other. The lighting problem is usually simplified by the
fact of the walls and ceiling being light in tint, and there should
be no difficulty in providing a well-diffused and even illumina-
tion. But on this point individual tastes differ. Some people,
who entertain a great deal and constantly use the drawing-room
for dances, receptions, or other social affairs, like a decidedly
brilliant and festive illumination. Probably they are partial
to the glitter of cut-glass and polished metal fittings, and are
anxious that the pictures, china, or other treasures in the room
should be seen and admired. Others prefer a cosy and subdued
and make liberal use of silk shades; they like to have
only a very mild illumination, and would probably confess that
Ike firelight alone provides the most favourable condition for a
chat.